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R E A D E R. 


HE PE DLAR ſeems to have 
read ſome Engliſh Books, 


but he appears, from one Para- 


graph in bis Letter, to be totally 
unacquainted with the Greek and 
Latin Languages. 
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| The PEDLAR's 
E * 


Ay Lords, 


ERMIT a poor Tradeſman hum- 
== bly to entreat your Lordſhips to 
> ſuſpend, for &-while, your Care and 
Attendance upon Linen-Boards, Navigation- 
Boards, and Barrack-?oards; leave them to 
the Laity, and apply yourſelves to the Pro- 
motion and. Propagation of the Proteſtant. 
Religion amongſt the loweſt Claſſes of the 
People, among whom it is almoſt extinct. 
Your Lordſhips, perhaps, do not know as 
well as I do, who travet with my Budget on my 
Back to all the remote Corners of the King- 
dorn, that, except in the large Market Towns, 


I cannot 


[6] 

I cannot find a Proteſtant to drink a Mugg of 
Ale with me. If the Hearth-money Men 
were in their Books to diſtingiſh the Proteſt- 
ant and Popiſh Heads of Families, paying on- 
ly two Shillings, a Year Hearth-money, it 
would be found that the latter out- number 
the former, at leaſt, Twenty to One. The 
French, perhaps, know this better than your 
Lordſhips. The ri Prieſts have all their 
Education in France, and they know the 
Strength and Weakneſs of the two Religi- 
ons very well, and what is more they know 
many to be Papiſts whom we and the Law 
eſteem Proteſtants. 


It is faid, and believed, that the French 
intended to land five and twenty thouſand 
Men in this Kingdom, and to bring with them 
Arms for twenty thouſand more; they are 
diſappointed for this Time, but it will be- 
come your Lordſhips, both as Stateſmen and 
Divines, to guard againſt future Attempts 
of the ſame Kind, by increaſing as faſt as 
poſſible the Number of Proteſtants amongſt 

the lower People, that we may have Hands 
to put Arms into in Time of Need, 


I know many good Proteſtants think we 
have nothing to fear from the wealthy Ro- 
man Catholicks of this Kingdom; they have 

| certainly 


LF 1 
certainly given Proofs of their Loyalty, and 
it is true that they have Reaſon to be ſatiſ- 
fied with the Lenity of his Majeſty's Admi. 
niſtration, but no body can ſay with Truth 
that they have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the 
Penal Laws that ſubſiſt againſt them, nor is 
it to be imagin'd that in Times of Confuſion 
and Danger they could be able to reſtrain the 
poorer Sort, who after all are a martial Peo- 
ple when under good Diſcipline, and value 


themſelves highly upon their Birth and the 


Antiquity of their Nation and Families, and 
are not to be deſpiſed as Soldiers. But if 


the Men of Property are ever fo well ſatiſ- 
fied with the preſent Eſtabliſhment, yet certain- 
ly their Prieſts, whoſe Influence over their Peo- 


ple is ever to be dreaded in a Proteſtant State, 
are by no Means fatisfied with the Govern- 
ment, nor ever will be untill they poſſeſs the 


Tyths and Church-Lands of the Kingdom, 
which I believe your Lordſhips are not diſpoſ- 


ed to part with. But let us ſuppoſe the Ro- 
man Catholicks in general as well affected as 


poſſible, yet ſtill we want Proteſtant Hands to 


put Arms into upon Occaſion, for I ſuppoſe 


no body thinks of putting Arms into the 


Hands of the Papiſts to defend us from the 


Iriſh Brigedes in the French Service, if they 


ſhould attempt to invade this Kingdom. It 
19 not my Deſign to make your Lordſhips 
Danger 


3 

Danger appear greater than it is, I only. hint 
at what, I hope, when conſidered, will make 
your Lordſhips more active in increaſing our 
Numbers amongſt the Common People, by at 
leaſt preventing the ſew Proteſtant People 
we have and their Children from Popiſn Se- 
duction. It is not neceſſary to take Notice 
4 here of the ſeveral Reaſons that may be aſſign- 
[ ed for this falling off of our poor People. 
Papiſts are very zealous and aſſiduous in this 
Buſineſs. of er che Proteſtamss 
very en about l. % Vie 


TE is - ſaid our Pariſh Miniftersdo. 8 
to have any Proteſtanta in their Pariſhes z, I 
thought this Scandal and Malice, but have- 
ing lately been Witneſs 0 a Treaty, between 
two Mipiſters about Swopping their Livings, 
one of them inſiſted that his Benefice was 
better than the other by fifty Pounds a Tear, 
becauſe he had but two Proteſtagr Families 
in his Union. The ether allowed it 40; be a; 
confiderable Advantage, but thought it enough | 
to allow thirty Pounds a Year Difference 
on that Account; he owned, however, that 
if there was any Proſpect of the twp. Pro- 
teſtant Families leaving the Pariſh, os turn 
ing Papiſts, he would allow ten Pounds a Year. 
more in the Swop, for ſo deſirable a Circum- 
Range; Iam. therefore inclined to think there 


may 


[9] | 
may be ſome Truth in the Remark, but be that 
as it may, it is moſt certain that the true 
Cauſe, why ſo many of our poor Proteſtants 
are daily falling off from the Religion of 
their Forefathers, is principally owning to 
the Want of Pariſh Churches and of reſident 
Pariſh Miniſters; the common People have 
no Notion of a Religion without publick 
Worſhip and a regular Adminiſtration of Sa- 
craments: Your Lordſhips ſeem to know 
this very well, and accordingly you have 
filled the Statute-Book with Laws for the 
Union and Diviſion of Pariſhes; for building 
and repairing Churches; for changing the 
Scite of old Churches to more convenient 
Places; for erecting Chapels of Eaſe; for en- 
abling the Clergy to reſide; for augmenting 
ſmall Vicarages; for the better maintain- 
. ance of Curates; for maintaining Pariſh 
Clerks; &c. &c. The Titles of them 
at large would make my Letter too long, and 
yet after all they don't ſignify a Farthing. 
There are ſixteen hundred Pariſh Churches 
in the Kingdom in Ruins, and of the fix 
hundred that are ſtanding, one third is ready 
to tumble, and the Clergy do not reſide as 
they ought to do. The true Cauſe of this 
ſcandalous Neglect, and almoſt Diſuſe of Di- 
vine Service in the remote Country Pariſhes 
where the Churches are all in Ruins, is 

B a __ chiefly 


[ 10 ] 

chiefly owing to two Canons of our own 
Church, which have certainly done more 
Hurt to the Proteſtant Religion, in Ireland, 
than all the Reſt have done Good; how pro- 
per they may be in England, where they firſt 
took their Riſe, I will not take upon me to 
ſay, but ſurely they were by no Means pro- 
per Laws for Ireland, where the Pariſh 
Churches ſtill are, and at the Framing theſe 
Canons were, almoſt univerſally in Ruins. 


The Canons 1 complain of are the 2iſt 


and the 45th. The 21ſt forbids the Cler- 


gy, under Pain of Excommunication, to 
preach, or adminiſter the Sacrament, in pri- 
vate Houſes, but in Caſe of Sickneſs, where 
the Inhabitant is not able to go from Home; 
and the 45th forbids the People to detain their 
Tythes from their Pariſh Miniſter, by Co- 
lour of Duty omitted, which the Canon mo- 
deſtly calls, requiting one Wrong with ano- 
ther: This Canon further directs, that, in 
Caſes of Neglect of Duty, the People ſhall 
ſeek for Reformation to their Ordinaries, 
there could not, in my Apprehenſion, be two 
Canons better contrived to extinguiſh Religi- 
on, or a Senſe of it, amongſt Mankind; for 


what Relief can the Biſhop give the People 


who require Divine Service at the Hands of 
their Pariſh Miniſter, where the Church is in 
Ruins. 


[11] 
Ruins. If your Lordſhips ſhould require the 
Incumbent to officiate in a private Houle, till 
a Church can be built, you would be told the 
Canon forbad it under Pain of Excommuni- 
cation. Can there be greater Encourage- 
ment, to a bad Clergyman, to let his Church 
go to Ruin, when by ſo doing he exempts 


himſelf from the Trouble of officiating in his 
Pariſh, or ſaves the Expence of keeping a 


Curate. As the Law now ſtands, the Pariſh 
Miniſter, or his Curate, only, can legally call 
a Veſtry to lay in Money to repair, or rebuild 
the Church, and how ill this Duty ſo contra- 
ry to the Intereſt of the Incumbent i is execut- 
ed, Experience tells us. Every Gentleman 
in the Houſe of Commons, knows the ruinous 
State of the Churches in his own Country, 
perhaps, as well as your Lordſhips, and the 
true Reaſon why Veſtries are not duly called; 
the Statutes and Canons give the Parſon ſuf- 
ficent Means to inforce, the rebuilding the 
- Pariſh Church, but, unhappily for Religion, 
it is not the Intereſt of the lacumbent vigour- 
ouſly to execute them. 


I heard a "great lad Man ſay, theſe 
two Canons were framed in a Pandemonium, 
which, I ſuppoſe, is Latin for an Aſſembly 
of Biſhops and Clergymen, becauſe I read in 
the latter End of the great Church Prayer 

B 2 Book, 


.. v ᷑ðͤ ĩᷣͤ Se, | | 


— . —— v® 


12 
Book, that theſe two Canons, with others, 
were treated on, or made, by the Biſhops and 
Clergy at their Synod holden at Dublin, in 
the Year 1634. A Repeal of theſe two Ca- 
nons by a clear and peremptory Act of Par- 
liament, requiring the Incumbent or his Cu- 
rate, to celebrate Divine Service in his own 
Houſe, or ſome other convenient Houſe in the 
Pariſh, until the Pariſh Church ſhall be re- 
built, and further enabling the Pariſhioners 
and Landholders reſpectively, to detain, and 
convert to their own Uſe, their Tythes for 


the Vear in which it can't be made appear, by 


proper Proof, that Divine Service has been 
performed within the Pariſh, for at leaſt for- 
ty Sundays within the Year, reckoning from 


the firſt Day of January, will effectually in- 


force the Reſidence of the Incumbent, 

which no Law hitherto deviſed has been ſuf- 
ficent to effect: Twelve Sundays, or Weeks 
of the Year, are here allowed for the neceſ- 


ſary Avocations of the Incumbent or his Cu- 
rate, which is more than ſufficient. But this 


being a new Law ought only to take Place 
in every Pariſh upon the Death, Promotion, 
Reſignation, Deprivation, Amotion, or Ceſ- 
ſion of the preſent Incumbent. 


A Statute compelling the Clergy dl 
Penalty of the Loſs of the Lear s. Tythes, 


to 


[13] 


to celebrate Divine Service, in their own or 
ſome other convenient Houle within the Pa- 
riſh, until the Church is rebuilt, will greatly 
accelerate the building of Churches; when 
the Reaſon why the Incumbent ſuffers his 
Church to go to Ruin ceaſes, his Complaint 
of the Difficulty of aſſembling the Pariſhion- 
ers to lay in Money for repairing the Church 
will alſo ceaſe; and. when he heartily ſets a- 
bout it, a Pariſh Ceſs will be eaſily made and 


levied. 


The obliging the Clergy to preach 
and adminiſter the Sacraments, in private 
Houſes, until the Church ſhall be rebuilt, 
is both juſt and neceſſary; the Apoſtles and 
their immediate Succeſſors did fo before they 
had Churches built to officiate in, and if they 
had not done fo we ſhould probably have had 
no COLI: Churches built to this Day. 


js is abs unjuſt nor een for 
the People to withhold their Tythes from an 
Incumbent who does not officiate in his Pa- 
riſh; that the Benefice is a Conſideration giv- 
en for the Performance of Divine Offices, is 
notorious to all Men. Saint Payl founds his 
Right to partake of the Altar, upon his Ser- 
vice at the Altar; and tells'us that the Lord 
hath ordained, that they who preach the 
Goſpel, 
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[ 14 ] 


Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel; from 


whence it follows, naturally enough, that 


ſuch of them as preach not the Goſpel, ſhould 
not live of the Goſpel. 


A Statute, ſuch as I have mentioned, 
compelling the Clergy to preach and admi- 
niſter the Sacrament in private Houſes, until 
their Churches are rebuilt, under Penalty of 
the Year's Tythes, will meet with all the 
legal Oppoſition from the inferior Clergy, 


no doubt, that can be given to it. It ſeems, 
however, not to be liable to any ſolid or 
reaſonable Objection. 


Your Lordſhips will be told, and perhaps 
think, that the Income of a ſmall Country 
Pariſh is not a competent Maintenance for an 
officiating Miniſter, and that it is, therefore, 
neceflary to unite, or rather accumulate, ma- 
ny ſuch Pariſhes to make a proper Proviſion 
for a Clergyman; and that a Pariſh worth only 
30 or 40 |. a Year, cannot, in Reaſon, expect 
to be duly attended by it's Incumbent, this Ob- 


jection has no Weight, but upon a Suppoſition 


that it is more for the the Service of Religion, 
that the inferior Clergy ſhould live in Eaſe and 
Luxury, than that the Duties of public Wor- 
ſhip ſhould be duly and regularly performed; 


if the Clergy are not to preach or adminiſter 
the 


[ 15 ] 

the Sacrament, to what End are they main- 
tained; perhaps it will be ſaid, and with Truth 
in many Caſes it may be ſaid, that the In- 
cumbent of {1x or eight Pariſhes, does gene- 
rally officiate in ſome one of them, but where 
is the Juſtice of taking the tenth Part of the 
Labour and Induſtry of the poor People of 
ſix Pariſhes, to maintain a Parſon who. lives 
in another Dioceſs, perhaps in another Pro- 
vince. If a Pariſh is not able, from the Te- 
nuity of its Fruits, to maintain an Incum- 
bent, let it be without one for a Time; 
let the Tythe be ſequeſtered by the Biſhop, 
and paid over to the Truſtees of the Firſt 
Fruits, to be laid out in purchaſing a pro- 
per Glebe, or fining down the Rent of a con- 
venient Farm for the reſident Miniſter or Cu- 
rate, or put to Intereſt for his Uſe, thus in 
time, the pooreſt Benefice may. become a 
Competency for a reſident Miniſter; better 
ſurely it is, for the People of ſuch poor Pa- 
riſhes, to be without a Paſtor for a Time, 
than have only a nominal Pariſh Miniſter 
for ever. | 


It is alſo ſaid that a poor Clergy will be al- 
ways contemptible, if not ſcandalous; this No- 
tion has been induſtriouſly propagated by bad 
and avaritious Clergymen, but upon Exami- 
nation and Experience, it will not be found 

true. 


116 

The Office and Character of a 
Clergyman is, in itſelf, certainly, honourable 
and reputable, and if any of the Body are 
contemptible or ſcandalous, it is more owe- 
ing to their Want of Morals than Want of 
Wealth; Religion, Virtue and Piety, will be 
always eſteemed and reſpected, even in the 

pooreſt Clergyman: Such poor Men do not 
indeed meet with the outward Reſpect that 
is paid to a Biſhop, but they have more of 
the internal, or mental Regard and Reſpect 
of the common People, and more Influence 
over them, than the wealthieſt Clergymen, 
who are indeed too often rather Objects of 
Envy and IIl-will, than of real Reſpect. The 
moſt learned and obſerving Church Hiſtorians 
tells us that the Catholick Religion, about the 
Time of the Reformation, was chiefly preſerved 
by the Poverty and auſtere Lives of the Men- 
dicant Orders of Fryars, when the Wealth and 
| Power of the Secular Clergy had almoſt ex- 
tinguiſhed all Senſe of Religion amongſt think- 
ing and obſerving Men. It is, beſides, not true, 
in Fact, that thirty or forty Pounds a Year 
is not a competent Maintenance for an offi- 
ciating Clergyman in a poor Country Pariſh; 
and I am ſure that good Men may be found, 
ready and willing to reſide, and do their Duty, 
for ſuch Stipends. It is true that Men of 


great Learning and Univerſity Education, 
will 


true. 


N 

will not accept of ſuch Preferments, nor is it 
proper or neceſſary they ſhould; perhaps the 
polite Manners and great Learning acquired, 


by Men of Family and Fortune, m our Po- 
lite and Elegant Univerſity, make them un- 


fit for the Service of poor country Cures; 
there are, thank God, Preferments in the 
Church of /reland, not unworthy the Accept- 
ance of Men of the beſt Families in the King- 
dom; it is for the Intereſt and Service of 
Religion there ſhould be ſuch ; but it is not 
neceſſary that all Clergymen ſhould be rich 
and great. | 


It is well known that the inferior Clergy, 
in F/ales and the North of England, are, ge- 
nerally, very poorly provided for, few of 
them having more than 20 l. a Year, many 
leſs, but itis alſo true, that they are general- 
ly regular in the Exerciſe of their Duty; and 
that the common People under their Care, 

are as honeſt, and as virtuous, as the com- 
mon People of any other Nation in Chriſten- 


dom. 


The Biſhops in England ordain for theſe 
poor Pariſhes, Men who have been bred at 
Country Free-Schools; Men of good moral 
Characters, who read Eugliſb well, and are 
able to give an Account of their Faith in 

C Lain, 


[ 18 ] 
Latin, which is all the Canon in ſuch Caſes 
requires, or is indeed neceſſary: The Incum- 
bents of theſe ſmall Benefices in England and 
Wales, are generally the Sons of honeſt and 
reputable Farmers or Shopkeepers, who think 
| themſelves very happy in breeding up a Son 
for the Service of the Church, and are well 
ſatisfied to ſee him in a Station fo reputable. 


We have no Reaſon, upan the Whole, 
to believe or imagine, that the younger Sons 
of genteel Families in Jreland, will not ac- 
cept of ſuch ſmall Benefices, from whence 
they may riſe to better, ſince we ſee Men of 
good Families, every Day, ſeeking for Em- 
ployments in the Revenue, leſs reputable and 
not more profitable. It has been ſaid, that 
the poor Clergy, for Want of Glebes and 
Glebe-Houſes, cannot find Places in their 
Pariſhes to reſide in; but there is no Founda- 
tion for ſuch Surmiſes; if a Gentleman 1s ſent 
from Dublin to the remoteſt and wildeſt Part 
of the Coaſt of Ireland, to ſerve as a Coaſt- 
Officer, Surveyor, or Exciſeman, we never 
hear of his quiting his Employment becauſe he 
cannot get a Place to live in; he knows his 
Bread depends upon his Attendance on his 
Duty; let the inferior Clergy be put, in this 
Reſpect only, upon the ſame footing with the 
Revenue Officers and they will ſoon find 

Places, 


[ 19 ] 

Places, within their reſpeCtive Pariſhes, to 
reſide in: The Office of a Clergyman is much 
more reſpectable than that of a Coaſt or Tide 
Officer, and much more acceptable is the 
Perſon of a Clergyman to the People than that 
of a Tax-Gatherer, and yet theſe laſt always 
find a Place, within their Walk, to live in, 
however unacceptable their Employments, 
at leaſt, if not their Perſons, are to the Peo- 
ple amongſt whom they live, It would be 
no ſuch ſevere Diſtreſs upon a Clergyman 
of thirty or forty Pounds a Year to live, ag 
perhaps the beſt People in the Pariſh do, in 
a ſnug thatched Houſe, and if a ſmall Part of 
the Fund called Firſt Fruits was laid out in 
building ſuch Houſes for poor Incumbents 
of this kind, it would be no inconſiderable 
Addition to the Value of their Benefices; 
there is ſcarce a Pariſh that has not two or 
three Acres of Glebe, on which the Glebe- 
Houſe might be built, contiguous to which 
a Farm of ten, twenty or forty Acres, could 
be eaſily procured at a low Rent, for a ſmall 
Fine, to make the Life of the Incumbent, 
at leaſt, as happy or comfortable, as, perhaps, 
the moſt conſiderable Inhabitant in the Pariſh. 
If the Commiſhoners of the Firſt Fruits were 
duly authorized by an Act of Parliament, to lay 
cout a ſufficient Part of their great Fund in build- 
ing thatched Houſes, and fining down the Rent 

| C 2 | - of 


[20] 
of ſmall Farms, for the Uſe of theſe poor re- 
fident Pariſh Miniſters or Curates, fach a 
Law, well executed, would do more Service 
in propagating the Proteſtant Religion amongſt 
the lower People, than all the Impropriati- 
ons they will have an Opportunity of pur- 
chaſing theſe hundred Years to come, It 
may not, perhaps, be thought proper to re- 
ſtrain totally the Power of granting Faculties 
to enable deſerving Men to hold Pluralities, 
all that ſeems neceſſary and reaſonable, in that 
Cale, is that theſe Pluraliſts ſhould pay a Cu- 
rate in every Pariſh where they do not offic- 
ate themſelves, but I rely upon it, that whilſt 
the ſmalleſt Pariſhes are without reſident Cu- 
Tates, we can never hope to ſee a Proteſtant 
common People in Ureland. 


The propoſed Law will ſupply the Pariſhes 
with reſident Miniſters, and that being once 
effected, it will be eaſy to get the Churches 
rebuilt. The influencing Spirit of Religion 
will make the People willing to contribute to 
the Work, when they are thus aſſured of 
having a reſident Miniſter , but as, I think, 
the Burthen of rebuilding the Churches does 
not, in Juſtice, lie upon the People, tho' a 
Cuſtom introduced in Times of Ignorance 
and Superſtition ſeems to have laid it upon 
the Pariſhes in theſe Kingdoms, contrary to 

the 


. 
the the Uſage in almoſt all other Chriſtian 
Nations: I ſhall venture to offer ſome Rea- 
ſons why, I think, the keeping up and rebuild- 
ing the Churches lies on your Lordſhips, i in 
your reſpective Diocefles. 


It in will known to all Men verſa in-che 
Church Hiſtory, and particularly to your 
Lordſhips, that there were Biſhops in the 
Chriſtian Church for ſome Centuries before 
they had any immoveable Eſtates, and, I be- 
lieve, no body imagines that the Biſhops 
themſelves purchaſed Eſtates, and endowed 
their Sees and Succeſſors with them. The 


Biſhops then had their Eſtates from the Pub- _ 


lick; this we know, as well as we know any 
hiſtorical Fact whatſoever; and we further 
know the Uſes and Purpoſes for which they 
were given, and the Publick who gave them 
has ſtill a Right to require that the Terms 
of the original Grant ſhall be complied with 
and duly performed, to which, I hope, yaur 
Lordſhips can have no Objections, 


Father Paul, in his excellent Treatiſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefices and Revenues, tells us, 
that the eſtabliſhed Cuſtom in the Church, 
of living in common, being diſcontinued in 
the Weſt, the Biſhops, from being Super- 
viſors and Adminiſtrators of the Revenues, 
began 
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began to uſe them as if they were their own, 
Hence followed great Confuſion in the Appli- 
cation of theſe Eſtates, to the great Detri- 
ment of the Fabricks, which fell to Ruin; &c. 
It was therefore ordered, in the Year 470, 
that a geometrical Diviſion of the Churches 
Eſtates ſhould be made into four Parts; the 
firſt Part was to go to the Biſhop; the ſecond to 
the Reſt of the Clergy ; the third to the Fa- 
brick of the Church, the fourth to the Poor. 
If then the Biſhops of theſe Kingdoms have 
found Means again to elude this Law, and 
violate the ſacred Truſt repoſed in them, can 
the Publick be under any Difficulty in re- 
_ claiming this Fourth which belongs to the 

Fabrick, and ſeeing it applied to the Pur- 
poſes for which it was given. The Biſhops, 
in this Caſe, will in vain plead Cuſtom or 
Preſcription, ſince by the Laws of the Land, 
and, indeed, in all Chriſtian Nations, no Pre- 
ſcription, or length of Time, can bar the Right 
of the Church, by which I underſtand it meant 
the People or Congregation who compoſe the 
Church, and not the Biſhop who certainly is 
not the Church: And in Courts of Equity no 
Length of Time can ſanctify a Title found. 
ed originally on a Breach of Truft. Burt, 
that I may not be called a Broacher of new 
and unheard of Doctrines, ſuffer me again to 
quote Father Paul, who, in Page 7), en- 
| quiring 
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quiring into and ſtating this Queſtion, viz. 
© Who is Owner of the eccleſiaſtical Eſtates, 
_ concludes thus, viz. © To end this Argument, 
upon the fulleſt Examination, it muſt be 
concluded that the Prelates and the other 
Eccleſiaſticks are the Guardians, Admini- 
ſtrators, and Diſpoſers of the Eſtates of the 
Church, to purſue and execute the Intention 
of the Donor or Teſtator, and to no other 
Purpoſe whatſoever, and therefore, ſays 
that excellent Caſuiſt, all Governors of the 
Church, ought with conſcientious Care to 
review and ponder the Conditions of theſe En- 
dowments, for the Negle& of which, no- 
thing but human Frailty can be pleaded, nor 
ought any Man to imagine that Preſcription, 
or long Uſage, can have any Force here; ſee- 
ing no Man can pretend to- any Benefit 
from Preſcription, where Integrity and good 
Conſcience is wanting, and how can any 
Claim be laid to theſe, where every Man 
knows and 1s conſcious that theſe Eſtates 
have not been bequeathed by the Donors, to 
be employed as we frequently find them.” 
Thus that excellent and truly pious Divine, 
urges this Matter to tne Conlciences of the 
Governors of the Church, and it is to be 
hoped, whenever this Mifapplication « of this 
Revenue appropriated to the Fabrick 
of the Churches ſhall come under 


the 
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the Conſideration of Parliament, your Lord- 
ſhips will lead the Way, in promoting a 
Law, to reſtore to the Church what human 
Frailty only can apoligize for, your Lord- 
ſhips, and your Predeceſſors having ſo long 
converted to their and your own Uſes. 


It will, in my Apprehenſion, not be diffi- 
cult to put this Matter relating to the Fa- 
brick of the Church, upon ſuch a Footing 
as will relieve the Laity from a Burthen un- 
Juſtly laid upon them, without leſſening the 
annual Revenue of the Biſnop, which ought 
to be, and indeed is, every where in this 
Kingdom, ſufficient to ſupport the Dignity, 
which is all the Publick, or Religion is con- 
cerned in; for it is by no Means neceſſary to 
Religion, or the Publick Utility, that a Bi- 
ſhop ſhould be able to raiſe his Son to the 
Peerage, or give his Daughter fifty thouſand 
Pounds to her Fortune, out of the Revenues 
of the Church, given and appropriated by 
the Donors and the Laws, to keep the Fa- 
brick of the Church in due repair. 


The Fines the Biſhops uſually receive, for 
Renewal of the Leaſes of the Eſtate of the 
Church, which, though very ſhort of the 
third Part appropriated to the Fabrick, being 
paid into the Hands of proper Truſtees, 5 
| E 
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be a Fund, ſufficient, in a few Years, to re- 
build all the ruinous Churches in the King- 
dom; for I am ſure two thouſand Pounds 
will build twenty ſmall Churches, for ſo ma- 
ny poor Pariſhes of every Dioceſs, which, 
throughout the Kingdom, will give us about 
four hundred new Churches, which if 
the propoſed Laws, before-mentioned, ſhall 
take Place, will be conſtantly attended by a 
regular and exemplary parochial Clergy. It 
is to be hoped no Biſhop would obſtruct the 
Scheme, by refuſing to renew for the uſual 
Fine, which, I think, ought to be ſettled at 


one Year's Rent for a Renewal of five, and 


proportionably when more than five Years of 
the Leaſe are expired: But as ſome of them 
may be refractory, the Biſhop may. be com- 


pelled to come in by a Law, putting it in the 


Power of the Tenant, by a proper Bill in 


Equity, and paying the ſtated Fine into 


Chancery, to enforce a Renewal for as many 
Years of the One and Twenty as are ex- 
pired: Such ſhort Renewals as theſe can be 
no Detriment to the Succeſſion, for as the 
Tenant can never have more than an In- 
tereſt for twenty one Years in the Eſtate of 
the Church, ſo whenever, by the Multipli- 
cation or Increaſe of Gold and Silver in Eu- 
rope, the preſent Income ſhall be found inſuf- 
ficient to ſupport the Dignity, it will always 

-D be 
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be in the Power of the State to, ſuffer the 
Rents to be properly raiſed; but for the Le- 
giſlature, knowing that three Fourths of the 
Churches in the Kingdom are in Ruins, to 
took on, and ſuffer your Lordſhips to refuſe 
to renew to the Tenants, and ſuffer the 
Leaſes to expire, in order to raiſe an exorbi- 
tant and unneceſſary Revenue to the Biſhop, 
or rather to raiſe exorbitant Fines for them- 
felves; or, perhaps, in order to let new Leaſes 
at the old Rents, to their own Children, is 
ſurely the greateſt Abſurdity imaginable, 
founded in an erroneous Opinion, that Bi- 
ſhops, who are bare Truſtees for the Pub- 
lic, have the ſame Propriety and Dominion 
cover the Eſtate or Patrimony of the Church, 
as Laymen have in the Eſtates which deſcend- 
ed to them from their Anceſtors, and were 
purchaſed with their own Money. Thus, 
My Lords, I hope I have fully demonſtrated 
the People's juſt Right to have the Churches 
kept up by the Fund originally granted for 
that Purpoſe : If your Lordſhips ſhould won- 
der why this Claim is now revived, Juſtice 
and Tfuth oblige me to ſay, that it is much 
owing to the indiſcreet and raſh Conduct of 
ſome of your own Body; for if your Lord- 
{hips had all uſed the fame Moderation in re- 
newing Leaſes, that has been practiſed by 
tne Head of your Order, in this Kingdom, 
under 
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under the ſtrongeſt Temptations to the con- 
trary, this claim had, perhaps, never been re- 
vived. I think I may further add, that if 
the Legiſlature ſhall think reaſonable to con- 
tinue your Lordſhips in the exerciſe of this 
ower of applying the Fines to your own 
Uſes, your Lordſhips will owe it more to his 
Graces Virtues and unexampled Moderation, 


than to any juſt Title you ſhow for ſo doing, 
Jam, 


Your Lordſbips moſt obedient Servant, 


AX PEDLAR. 
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I Have been lately informed that an honeſt 
1 Biſhop of ⸗Waterford, called Dr. Ell, 
conſcious that he had applied to his own Uſe, 

that Part of the Eſtate of the Church, which 
had been, as before- mentioned, appropriated 
to the Fabrick, conſcientiouſly left the In- 
come of an Eſtate to be laid ont from time 
to time, in building Churches for the Dioceſs, 

but I cannot hear that any of his Brethern 
have followed ſo commendable an Example: 

I am alſo told that a Succeſſor of his, called 
Dr. Mls, as often as he quarrelled with any 
of his Clergy, which happened pretty often, 
was won't, out of the above Fund, to build 
Churches for them, and conſcientiouſly com- 
pel the Incumbents to reſide. 


It 
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It is, indeed, very happy for the Laity that 
holy Men do frequently fall out, becauſe a 
ſmart Quarrel between a Biſhop and Parſon, 
generally gives the People an additional re- 
ſident Pariſh Miniſter, or at leaſt, a licenſed 
Curate; thus we ſometimes ſee Good © come 
of Evil. 


In the Preſs and ſpeedily will be publiſhed, 
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DISSERTATION 
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